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But it did not work out that way.
The great military secret was how many Spitfires the
British had.   The Nazi Air Intelligence had not been able
to break this secret, and the Nazis did not know.   If they
had known, they would have won the battle^
Two things' happened. First, the High Command
of the R.A.F. planned and adopted a brilliant and
revolutionary defence programme. England's military
strategy may seem cumbersome in other phases of the
war, but in the air battle of Britain it was downright
brilliant. And it was made possible only by the indescrib-
able courage of the Spitfire pilots, for without this, the
High Command could not have adopted the unique strategy
which it did.
As the Nazi bombers came over, and the Spitfires took
the air, the R.A.F, boys were told to forget the Messer-
schmitts. " Don't even look to see where they are ; don't
even return their fire. Let these German fighters dive on
your tail. Let them zoom at you from every direction.
Don't defend yourselves. Take their bullets without turning
your head to see where they come from ; keep your hand
away from your guns. Take their death if you must. Let
only this death change your course. Fly straight to the
Nazi bombers. And then shoot like hell."
The Messerschmitts could not hurt England. The
bombers could.
British boys were torn and ripped, shot from all angles
by the Messerschmitts. Spitfire after Spitfire careered in the
air, broke out in a trail of black smoke and whined down to
crash on the clifis of Dover without firing a shot from its
cool guns. But these heroic distractions let other Spitfires
through to the Nazi bombers.
The percentage of their bomber losses amazed and
shook the German Command.
But the Germans kept coming day after day. They had
an immense blacklog of aircraft and they were using four
and five hundred planes in a flight. Eventually, this pre-
ponderance of aircraft, of course, whittled down the British
Spitfires' defence to the point that toward the end it was
actually and literally saturated by the German equipment.
The Germans had accomplished the fundamental purpose